SYMPATHIES   WITH   CATHOLICS             371
Birrell took office in 1906 he was able to give testimony as
to the peace and contentment which prevailed over the land.
It was impossible for a Government which had so long de-
nounced the Crimes Act to retain its procedure, and once
more Ireland was restored to the rule of its ordinary juries
and magistrates. Moreover, the Liberal Government like-
wise decided not to renew the Peace Preservation Act, under
which the importation of arms into Ireland was forbidden.
The .failure to enforce the first and to renew the second
Act had grave results in the history of Ireland ; the lapse of
the latter Act, strongly criticised by Sir Edward Carson at
the time, was to be relied upon by him in one of the most
audacious actions ever perpetrated by a subject under the
British Crown. In contrast to the melancholy progress of
events which constitute the history of Ireland during the five
years preceding the introduction of the third Home Rule
Bill, one happy event for which Carson had worked for
many years against the wishes of his political friends stands
out clearly. For to the Ulstermen he was still only a brilliant
Dublin man, who happened to agree with them on most sub-
jects. His opinion did not yet run as the law of the land. In
1909, the British Parliament founded a real National and
Catholic University for Ireland. In the debate, his junior
colleague for Trinity College, Mr. James Campbell, after-
wards Lord Glenavy, who had succeeded Lecky, strongly
criticised the measure, and the Irish Unionists voted almost
in a body against the Bill for the sake of the Protestant re-
ligion. Carson, however, ignored their representations and
those of many of his constituents, and made his last appeal
for the Catholic University. " I think," he said, " that the
debate should not close without some speech being made
different in tone from that of my right honourable colleague
representing Dublin University. I may hold views that do
not entirely commend themselves even to many of those who
think with me in Ireland. I believe it is the duty of every
Irishman, of whatever creed or politics, to wish godspeed to
these Universities, and do his best, in a spirit of noble gen-
erosity, to make them a great success ; and I hope that the
bringing of them into existence may be a step forward in the